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Exhibition: “A Tool of Survival: The Story of the Ładoś Group”

“A Tool of Survival: The Story of the Ładoś Group” exhibition examines the heroic activities of the Ładoś Group – Polish diplomats based in Bern, Switzerland, who cooperated with Jewish organizations during the Second World War to carry out the so-called passport operation, which was aimed at saving Jews from the Holocaust.
The exhibition presents the results of research carried out by the Pilecki Institute since 2018, shedding new light on this little-known chapter of history.
Meeting the descendants of the survivors here, in the USA, is the most moving part for me, said Monika Maniewska, co-author of “The Ładoś List” published by the Pilecki Institute. It shows that this story does not end with archival documents, but lives on in the next generations. For us, it is an opportunity to stand together and recall that extraordinary cooperation between Polish diplomats and their Jewish partners who managed to accomplish what seemed humanly impossible, she added. 
The Ładoś Group was composed of diplomats working at the Polish Legation in Bern and representatives of Jewish organizations who cooperated with them. It was headed by Aleksander Ładoś, chargé d’affaires ad interim. The three Polish diplomats who worked with him were Stefan Ryniewicz, Konstanty Rokicki and Juliusz Kühl, while the Jewish activists were Abraham Silberschein and Chaim Eiss.
During the Second World War, from at least the beginning of 1941 to the end of 1943, members of the group illegally obtained and issued passports and citizenship certificates of Latin American countries (primarily Paraguay). These documents were then sent to Jews residing in German-occupied countries, where possessing them significantly increased the chances of survival. Instead of being sent to extermination camps, the Jews holding these passports would be taken to internment camps.
The passport operation ranks among the largest rescue operations of the Second World War. It reached at least 8,000 people of Jewish nationality – not only from Poland, but also from the Netherlands, Austria and Germany. Thus far, the Pilecki Institute has identified more than 3,280 passport holders.
The importance of the exhibition in the United States
Presenting the story of the Ładoś Group in the USA is particularly important for several key reasons. 
The exhibition introduces American academic and public audience to one of the largest aid operations of the Second World War, which is still little-known. The passport operation was directly linked with Jewish organizations in the USA, such as the New York-based Vaad Hatzalah. After Aleksander Ładoś made the diplomatic ciphers used by the Polish Legation in Bern available to Jewish organizations, it was possible to maintain secret and uncensored contact between the United States and occupied Europe. This, in turn, was of key importance for the coordination of financial assistance and the exchange of information concerning the threatened Jews. Crucially, the descendants of some of the thousands of rescued families presently live and work in the United States. Some of them are now Holocaust scholars and educators.
The exhibition prepared by the Pilecki Institute presents research-based knowledge, and as such can become a valuable source of inspiration for scholars and educators to further explore and disseminate this story.
[bookmark: _GoBack]What is more, the exhibition offers a unique opportunity to build bridges and foster Polish-Jewish-American relations through joint commemoration of the heroic actions of members of the Ładoś Group and their Jewish collaborators, who were motivated by purely humanitarian concerns. This story serves as an example of joint struggle to preserve humanity – regardless of faith, political beliefs and national affiliations. The exhibition includes in-depth biographical notes on members of the Ładoś Group, an explanation of the workings of the passport operation, as well as moving stories of the survivors.
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